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Denver Bar Association October Meeting
At the regular October 1st meeting of the Denver Bar Association,
the Denver lawyers were privileged to bear Frederic P. Storke, acting
dean of the Law School of the University of Colorado, give a very fine
discussion of the subject, "The Lawyer's Job and the Lawyer's Train-
ing."
In discussing what's wrong and what's right with legal education,
Dean Storke stated that the case method of teaching law, with its infor-
mal discussions between student and professor, was certainly right. It
does appear, however, that the legal education system does need re-
vamping.
First we should answer the question, "What is a legal education
supposed to do?" Critics of present law school methods say that there
should be some teaching of techniques in law school. The law school
must prepare a lawyer to be an advocate in court, in the preparation of
cases, and in advising clients. It must prepare the lawyer for several
types of practice: independent practice of a small town; the small cog in
big machine type of practice of the large city; with government bureaus;
in business.
A lawyer is inherently more than a lawyer, and must know some-
thing besides the law. He has always been a public servant. One of the
great functions of a lawyer is that of policy making. In an organization,
the organization always looks to the lawyer for advice on policy. The
question is, "Is his training adequate for policy making?" It is said that
the giving of advice is not the job of the lawyer, but lawyers are not that
kind of people, and they will always give that advice. It is, therefore,
the job of the law school to educate men to handle problems that tran-
scend legal knowledge.
In this set-up, the college should give the necessary background and
the law school the technical knowledge. These two cannot be separated.
